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How to use this guide

Applying for the Chinese Government Scholarship is not a single form. It is a project that runs for most of a
year: choosing universities, contacting professors, preparing a dozen documents, taking exams, applying
online, waiting for results and getting a visa. This guide follows the order you will actually go through, in
seven phases:

1. Understand: what the scholarship is, what it gives you, and whether you qualify

2. Decide: which degree level, which application route, which universities, and how good your chances
are

3. Prepare: timeline, documents, exams, contacting supervisors, writing your statements

4. Apply: filling in the official online system step by step

5. Wait and get results: application status, interviews, and what to do whether you are admitted or not

6. Arrive and enrol: visa, entry, registration, residence permit, receiving your stipend

7. Stay safe and get help: spotting scams and knowing who to contact

Every chapter has three parts:

What you need to know: the rules, explained plainly

Your checklist: the things you need to do, which you can tick off as you go

Sources: links to official pages so you can check for yourself

T I P

Rules change a little every year. Information marked as official in this guide comes from Chinese embassy
notices, the official CSCA exam website run under the China Scholarship Council, and official Chinese
university notices, with links at the end of each chapter. Anything marked "Not verified" is widely repeated
online, but we could not find an official source for it. Check those points yourself.

Right now (October 2026): four things to do first

If you plan to start studying in China in September 2027, time is already short.

1. Undergraduate applicants: register for the CSCA exam now. The CSCA is compulsory for
undergraduate scholarship applicants. The next sitting on the official website is 14–15 November
2026, and registration is open for only one week, 15–21 October (Beijing time). Later sittings are
on 19–20 December 2026 and 23–24 January 2027. Most embassy deadlines fall in January or
February, so January is the latest sitting that is safe. November or December is better, because it
leaves time to retake. See chapter 11.

2. Master's and PhD applicants: start contacting universities and supervisors now. For the
2026/2027 round, several embassy notices stated that "all applicants must provide a pre-admission
document issued by the universities applying". Getting one usually takes weeks to months, which
makes it the slowest step of the whole process. See chapter 13.
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3. Watch your local Chinese embassy's website. As of today, the 2027/2028 embassy notices have
not been published. Last year, the earliest notice appeared on 21 October 2025 and most appeared
between late October and November. The notice for your country will state your country's places,
deadline and Agency Number.

4. Check your passport. Your passport must be valid for at least 12 months from your expected start
date, which means valid until after September 2028. If it is not, renew it now and use the new
passport details on every document.

Learn and
self-check

Oct

Choose routes
and
universities
Oct–Nov

Contact su‐
pervisors
get pre-
admission
Oct–Jan

Undergraduates
take CSCA

Nov–Jan

Submit online
Dec–Feb

Review and
interviews

Feb–Jun

Results
Jul–Aug

Visa, travel,
enrolment

Aug–Sep
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P H A S E  1  O F  7

Understand

01 What this scholarship is

What you need to know

The Chinese Government Scholarship (CGS) is funding from the Chinese government for international
students to study in China. It covers bachelor's, master's and PhD degrees, as well as non-degree study as a
visiting scholar.

It is managed by the China Scholarship Council (CSC). That is why many people call it the "CSC
scholarship". Both names refer to the same thing.

You will see these names again and again, so learn them now:

NAME WHAT IT IS WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU

CGS Chinese Government Scholarship The scholarship you are applying for

CSC China Scholarship Council The body that manages the scholarship and makes the final
decision

Campus China campuschina.org , the official CGS
website

The only official entry point for programme information and the
application system

CSC application
system

studyinchina.csc.edu.cn Where you actually fill in the form and upload documents

CSCA China Scholastic Competency
Assessment, csca.cn

Compulsory for undergraduate applicants, organised by the
CSC

HSK Chinese proficiency test Required for programmes taught in Chinese

CSCSE Chinese Service Center for
Scholarly Exchange

A different organisation from the CSC. It verifies degrees and is
not part of the scholarship application

I M P O RTA N T

Embassy notices state clearly that Campus China is the only official application website for the Chinese
Government Scholarship. Any other website, app or agent offering an "application portal" is not an official
channel.

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in Micronesia, 2026/2027 notice (fm.china-embassy.gov.cn): Campus China is the only official application website
CSCA official website, exam introduction (csca.cn): the CSCA is organised by the China Scholarship Council

02 What the scholarship pays for, and what you pay for yourself

What you need to know

A full scholarship includes:

一

https://fm.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202510/t20251021_11737164.htm
https://csca.cn/about/examintro
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ITEM WHAT YOU GET

Tuition Fully waived

Accommodation A university dormitory, or a housing allowance paid by the university

Monthly stipend Bachelor's CNY 2,500 · Master's CNY 3,000 · PhD CNY 3,500

Medical insurance Comprehensive medical insurance for international students, CNY 800 per person per year, paid by the
scholarship

International
flights

Usually included only for "bilateral" places. "Unilateral" places and university-route places usually do
not include flights (see chapter 4)

O F F I C I A L  S O U R C E

The stipend and insurance amounts come from Xiamen University's 2026 Chinese Government Scholarship
guide and Chang'an University's 2026/2027 Type B notice. Both official notices give the same figures.

How the stipend is paid: the university pays it monthly. If you register on or before the 15th of a month,
you receive the full stipend for that month. If you register after the 15th, you receive half. This rule comes
from the official scholarship page of the University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, and it is a good reason
to arrive on time.

"Full scholarship" does not mean you pay nothing. You will usually pay these costs yourself, before the
scholarship starts:

STAGE COST TYPICAL AMOUNT

Applying CSCA exam fee (undergraduates) CNY 450 for one subject, CNY 700 for two or more (official)

Applying University application fee (some universities) From zero to several hundred yuan. Chang'an University
charges CNY 600, non-refundable (official)

Applying Language tests (IELTS, TOEFL, HSK) Local test centre prices

Applying Notarisation and translation of degrees and
transcripts

Local prices

Applying Medical examination, police clearance certificate Local prices

Leaving Visa fee Depends on your nationality

Leaving International flight You pay if you have a unilateral place

Arriving Dormitory deposit, bedding, SIM card, transport,
the first month of food

Bring at least one to two months of living costs

Why bring money for the first weeks: your stipend starts from the day you register, and the first payment
often takes time to arrive. You will cover the first few weeks yourself.

The same stipend goes much further in some cities than others. Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen are
expensive, and CNY 2,500–3,500 a month is tight there. Xi'an, Wuhan, Changsha, Chengdu and Harbin are
much more comfortable. Make this part of how you choose universities.
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Your checklist

Estimate your total application costs (exams, notarisation and translation, medical exam,
application fees)

Set aside one to two months of living costs for your arrival

Note the city next to each university on your shortlist and estimate the cost of living

S O U R C E S

Xiamen University, 2026 Chinese Government Scholarship guide (admissions.xmu.edu.cn): stipends of CNY 2,500 / 3,000 / 3,500,
insurance CNY 800 per year
Chang'an University, 2026/2027 Type B notice (webplus.chd.edu.cn): stipend amounts, CNY 600 non-refundable application fee

University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese Government Scholarship (ic-en.ucas.ac.cn): the rule on registering before or
after the 15th

CSCA official website, exam introduction (csca.cn): exam fees

03 Do you qualify?

What you need to know

These conditions come from embassy notices, and the wording is identical across many countries. They are
the CSC minimum. Universities can ask for more, but they cannot lower these requirements.

YOU ARE APPLYING
FOR

EDUCATION REQUIRED
AGE
LIMIT

EXTRA REQUIREMENT

Bachelor's High school diploma Under
25

Must take the CSCA and upload a valid score report

Master's Bachelor's degree Under
35

HSK 4 for programmes taught in Chinese

PhD Master's degree Under
40

HSK 4 for programmes taught in Chinese

General scholar
(non-degree)

High school or above Under
45

HSK 3 for programmes taught in Chinese (not required
if you are studying Chinese itself)

Senior scholar (non-
degree)

Master's degree, or associate
professor or above

Under
50

HSK 3 for programmes taught in Chinese

General conditions:

You are not a Chinese citizen and you hold a valid ordinary passport

You are in good physical and mental health and can pass the foreigner medical examination

If you are under 18, you must submit documents for a legal guardian in China

You can apply before you graduate, using a certificate of enrolment or expected graduation from your
school, but you must have your final degree before you register in China

https://admissions.xmu.edu.cn/info/1038/1863.htm
https://webplus.chd.edu.cn/en/2025/1106/c8645a256964/page.psp
https://ic-en.ucas.ac.cn/page/chinese-government-scholarship
https://csca.cn/about/examintro
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How age is calculated: the Chinese Embassy in Chile's notice gives a clear method, using 1 September of
the year of entry as the cut-off. For 2026 entry, undergraduate applicants had to be born on or after 1
September 2001. For 2027 entry, move each date forward by roughly one year, but follow the current
notice from your own embassy.

Four common misunderstandings:

1. "The university accepts bachelor's students up to age 30, so I can get the CSC scholarship." No. A
university's own age rule cannot go beyond the CSC limit.

2. "My last degree was taught in English, so I don't need IELTS." Not necessarily. Some universities
accept a letter confirming English-medium instruction. Others insist on IELTS or TOEFL. Ask each
university.

3. "The HSK requirement is the same everywhere." It is not. The levels above are minimums. Many
universities ask for HSK 5 or higher, especially for humanities, social sciences and business.

4. "Married people can't apply." You can. Your marital status does not affect eligibility. Visas and housing
for family members have to be arranged separately.

Your checklist

Use the table above to confirm that your degree level and age qualify

Decide whether your programme is taught in Chinese or in English

If it is taught in Chinese, find the HSK level your target universities require and book the test

If you have not graduated yet, ask your school for a certificate of enrolment or expected graduation

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas, 2026/2027 notice (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): education, age, HSK and CSCA requirements for all
five categories
Chinese Embassy in Chile, 2026-2027 notice (cl.china-embassy.gov.cn): age calculated from 1 September

04 Three application routes: Type A, Type B and Type C

What you need to know

In the application system you must choose a Program Category. It decides who reviews your application.

Type A: through the Chinese embassy or a dispatching authority in your own country

Received and pre-screened by the Chinese embassy in your country, or by your country's ministry of
education, scholarship board or similar body

Your country has its own places, so you only compete with applicants from your country

Covers the widest range of levels, from bachelor's to senior scholar

Some countries pre-select through a national body first, such as HEC in Pakistan, ICETEX in Colombia
and Pronabec in Peru

Type B: directly through a Chinese university

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
https://cl.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/fzxz/202510/t20251028_11742685.htm
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The university uses its own scholarship places

You usually submit in two systems: the CSC application system and the university's own international
admissions system

There is no country quota. You compete with everyone in the world who applies to that university

Especially suitable for master's and PhD applicants who already have a supervisor

Type C: other special programmes

Used for programmes run with specific organisations

Choose it only if a programme notice tells you to. Most applicants never use it

Within Type A there are two kinds of places, with different benefits:

KIND WHAT IT MEANS INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS

Bilateral scholarship Based on an agreement between the two governments Usually included

Unilateral scholarship Offered by China on its own Usually not included

A real example: in 2026/2027 the Bahamas had 1 bilateral place (flights included) and 3 unilateral places
(flights not included). If you live far from China, a return flight can cost more than CNY 10,000, so this
difference matters.

I M P O RTA N T

If you choose the wrong category or enter the wrong Agency Number, your application goes to the wrong
office, and this is almost impossible to fix. The Type A Agency Number comes from your country's embassy
notice. The Type B Agency Number comes from the target university's admissions notice. They are not
interchangeable, and you should never use a number shared by a student from another country.

Real Agency Numbers from 2026/2027, shown so you know what they look like. Always use the current
year's notice.

ROUTE OFFICE AGENCY NUMBER

Type A Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas 0441

Type A Chinese Embassy in Brazil 0761

Type A Chinese Embassy in Ireland 3722

Type A Chinese Embassy in Micronesia 5831

Type A Argentina (Ministry of Education bilateral programme) 0321

Type B Chang'an University 10710

Your checklist

Find the scholarship notice on your local Chinese embassy's website (search for "Chinese
Government Scholarship" + your country + "embassy")
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Write down the Type A Agency Number, deadline, number of places, whether flights are included,
and whether a national body pre-selects applicants

For each Type B university, write down its Agency Number and deadline

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): 1 bilateral place with travel, 3 unilateral places without travel, Agency
0441

Chinese Embassy in Brazil (br.china-embassy.gov.cn): Agency 0761
Chinese Embassy in Ireland (ie.china-embassy.gov.cn): Agency 3722

Chinese Embassy in Colombia, application requirements (co.china-embassy.gov.cn): pre-selection through ICETEX

Chang'an University, Type B notice (webplus.chd.edu.cn): Agency 10710

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
https://br.china-embassy.gov.cn/por/sghds/202511/t20251108_11749408.htm
https://ie.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/tz/202511/t20251121_11757227.htm
https://co.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/sghd/202512/t20251210_11769877.htm
https://webplus.chd.edu.cn/en/2025/1106/c8645a256964/page.psp


The CSC Scholarship Guidebook birdtoldmeso.com

11

P H A S E  2  O F  7

Decide

05 Choose your degree level and teaching language

What you need to know

Make two decisions first. Everything else follows from them.

Decision 1: which level.

LEVEL TYPICAL LENGTH WHAT MATTERS MOST HARDEST PART

Bachelor's 4–5 years (longer for
medicine)

High school results, CSCA scores Few places, the CSCA exam, the
under-25 age limit

Master's 2–3 years Bachelor's grades, study plan,
recommendation letters

The most applicants and the most
competition

PhD 3–4 years Research proposal, supervisor acceptance,
research experience

Finding a supervisor who will
accept you

General
scholar

A few months to 1
year

Study goals, host department Places often go to degree students
first

Senior
scholar

A few months to 1
year

Academic record, host department Same as above

Decision 2: taught in Chinese or in English.

TAUGHT IN ENGLISH TAUGHT IN CHINESE

Language
proof

IELTS, TOEFL or similar, or proof that your last degree was
taught in English (depends on the university)

HSK (at least level 4 for master's and PhD)

Choice of
subjects

Narrower: mostly engineering, business, medicine (MBBS)
and some sciences

Almost every subject

Places Fewer, so competition is concentrated More

Good for Students who don't speak Chinese and want to start their
degree straight away

Students who already have HSK, or are willing
to spend a year learning Chinese first

If you speak no Chinese but want a programme taught in Chinese, look for programmes with a one-year
Chinese preparatory course. You study Chinese for a year and then start your degree once you pass.
Whether this is offered depends on the programme and the university, so check the admissions notice.

Your checklist

Write down the level you are applying for

Write down your preferred teaching language and the language certificates you have or plan to
take

二
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List 2–3 subject areas (keep them broad for now and narrow them down when you choose
universities)

06 How good are your chances?

What you need to know

The CSC never publishes acceptance rates and does not publish a combined list of places per country. The
numbers do exist, though, spread across individual embassy notices. We collected some of them to help you
set realistic expectations.

The overall picture. In 2024–25 there were about 380,000 international students in China from 191
countries and regions. Roughly 8–12% hold a Chinese Government Scholarship. In other words, most
international students in China pay their own way or have other funding. The CGS goes to a minority.

Places by country (2026/2027, from official embassy notices):

COUNTRY PLACES LEVELS COVERED NOTES

Pakistan 75 35 bachelor's, 25 master's, 15
PhD

Selected through Pakistan's HEC

Colombia 30 Master's and PhD only Pre-selected by Colombia's ICETEX

Indonesia 20 Bachelor's to PhD Only for marine, medical, health, tourism and education
subjects

Chile 5–8 All five categories Total for the whole country

Bahamas 4 All levels 1 bilateral (flights included) + 3 unilateral

Paraguay 0 — No diplomatic relations with China, so no Type A route

T I P

The Pakistan figure is quoted second-hand from the Higher Education Commission (HEC) page, which we
could not open directly. The others come straight from Chinese embassy websites. Most countries do not
publish their number of places. If yours doesn't, email the embassy and ask.

Four things these numbers tell you:

1. Places follow diplomatic relationships, not population. The Bahamas has 400,000 people and 4
places. Pakistan has 240 million people and 75 places. Per person, the Bahamas has more than 30 times
as many places as Pakistan.

2. More places does not mean a chance for you. Indonesia has 20 places, but only for five subject areas.
If you study law or computer science, those 20 places are not open to you. When you read an embassy
notice, the subject restrictions matter more than the headline number.

3. Level restrictions can rule you out completely. Colombia's 30 places are for master's and PhD only,
and Argentina's bilateral programme covers only master's, PhD and Chinese language study. If you are
applying for a bachelor's degree from one of these countries, the Type A route basically doesn't exist for
you.



The CSC Scholarship Guidebook birdtoldmeso.com

13

4. Large and small countries are hard in different ways. Small countries have few places but also few
applicants, so what counts is a complete application and a strong pre-admission letter. Large countries
usually have a national selection round first (such as HEC in Pakistan), and that round is where the real
competition happens.

"Not many people apply from my country. Does that make it easier?" Partly. Students from the Americas
and Oceania together make up only about 7% of international students in China, while Asia makes up
61%. So applicant pools from Latin America, the Caribbean and the Pacific islands really are smaller. Under
Type A, though, that advantage is capped by the number of places and by level restrictions. Where it really
pays off is Type B. Universities want students from many countries, and an application from a less
common country stands out to an admissions office.

Difficulty by level may be the opposite of what you expect:

LEVEL DIFFICULTY WHERE YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

PhD High entry bar, but often the easiest level to win full funding if a
supervisor backs you

Supervisor acceptance plus a solid research
proposal

Master's The most applicants and the most crowded Subject fit, university strategy, attention to
detail

Bachelor's The hardest by design: few places, mostly Type A only, the
CSCA exam, the under-25 limit

Start early and apply for other scholarships
at the same time

Four steps to estimate your own chances

1. Find your country's places. Open your Chinese embassy's scholarship notice and note the number of
places and any subject restrictions. If no number is given, email and ask.

2. Judge how popular it is in your country. How many agents promote the CSC scholarship? How much
do people discuss it online? The more popular it is, the more crowded Type A will be and the more
valuable Type B becomes.

3. Check that you are covered. Make sure your level and subject are included in the places on offer.

4. Count your routes. Applying through a single Type A route is the weakest strategy. A safer combination
is Type A + Type B + at least one non-CSC backup (a university scholarship, a provincial or city
government scholarship, and so on).

T I P

Adding one more application route usually improves your chances more than polishing one application
from good to excellent.

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): 4 places, bilateral and unilateral

Chinese Embassy in Indonesia (id.china-embassy.gov.cn): 20 places and subject restrictions

Chinese Embassy in Chile (cl.china-embassy.gov.cn): 5–8 places

Chinese Embassy in Colombia, news report (co.china-embassy.gov.cn): 30 master's and PhD places per year
Argentina Ministry of Education, bilateral scholarships (argentina.gob.ar): master's, PhD and Chinese language only

Pakistan HEC, Chinese Government Scholarship (hec.gov.pk): 75 places (quoted second-hand, we could not open the page directly)

China Daily, 13 April 2026 (chinadaily.com.cn): 380,000 international students in China and their regional breakdown

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
https://id.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202510/t20251027_11741674.htm
https://cl.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/fzxz/202510/t20251028_11742685.htm
https://co.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/sghd/202512/t20251209_11769175.htm
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/educacion/campusglobal/becas-extranjero/bilaterales-argentinos-china
https://www.hec.gov.pk/site/CGSP
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202604/13/WS69dc6bbba310d6866eb4313a.html
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07 Choose your combination of routes

What you need to know

Pick a combination that fits your situation:

YOUR SITUATION SUGGESTED COMBINATION

Your country's Type A covers your level and subject, and
there are a fair number of places

Type A as your main route + one Type B university + one
backup scholarship

Your country's Type A does not cover your level (for example,
bachelor's in Colombia)

Type B as your main route + university and provincial or
city government scholarships

Your country has only a handful of places, or subject
restrictions

Type B as your main route + Type A as a backup

PhD applicant with a supervisor who is willing to accept you Type B at your supervisor's university + Type A

The scholarship is very popular in your country (many
agents, busy online groups)

Give Type B more weight

How many applications can you submit in a year? A rule repeated widely online says: up to 3
applications per intake year, with at most 2 under Type A (not to the same office) and at most 1 under Type
B (one university only).

N O T  V E R I F I E D

We could not find this "2 Type A + 1 Type B" rule in the notices of nine different embassies, and the
websites that quote it do not give an official source. Use it for planning, but before you submit more than
one application, email the embassy and your target universities to confirm.

Can you apply for the CSC scholarship and other scholarships at the same time?

While applying, yes. You can apply for the CSC scholarship, university scholarships, provincial or city
government scholarships, the Confucius Institute scholarship and others, as backups for each other.

In the end you can only keep one. The embassy notice states that Chinese Government Scholarship
students may not also hold other scholarships set up by Chinese governments at any level or by their
university. One-time awards are an exception.

Hiding it has serious consequences. If discovered, your scholarship is cancelled and you must pay
back what you received. Anyone who deliberately hides their funding status cannot apply for the
Chinese Government Scholarship again for 3 years.

So the right approach is: apply widely, but be honest in every system. If you receive more than one offer,
choose one in writing as soon as you can and formally decline the others.

Your checklist

Use the table above to write down your combination of routes (at least two)
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If you plan to submit more than one CSC application, email the embassy and the universities to
confirm this is allowed

Pick at least one non-CSC backup scholarship (see the end of chapter 8)

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): no other scholarships at the same time, one-time awards excepted, 3-
year ban for hiding funding

chinesescholarshipcouncil.com, applying to more than one university (chinesescholarshipcouncil.com): source of the "2 Type A + 1
Type B" claim (no official source given on the page)

08 Choose your universities

What you need to know

Where to find universities that accept CGS students: the Campus China website has a list of universities
that accept Chinese Government Scholarship students, and the CSCA website lets you look up universities
that accept the CSCA. Choose only from these lists.

You will often see "985", "211" and "Double First-Class". Here is what they mean:

TERM MEANING WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU

985 A national programme started in 1998, about 39
leading research universities

Tsinghua, Peking, Fudan, Shanghai Jiao Tong and
others. The most competitive

211 About 112 key universities, including all of the 985
group

Strong overall

Double First-
Class

The official classification that replaced 985 and 211
from 2017

The term officials use now, though most people still
say 985 and 211

Non-211 Universities outside these groups Much less competition, and many have plenty of
scholarship places

Look at these things when choosing a university. Ranking is only one of them:

1. Is your subject offered this year, in your teaching language?

2. Is the university strong in your field? Many universities with an average overall ranking are excellent
in particular subjects.

3. Does the international office answer emails? People often overlook this. A university that replies
quickly and clearly will make your whole application much smoother.

4. Cost of living in the city. See chapter 2.

5. Application fee, deadline, and whether a pre-admission letter is required.

6. Are there students from your country there already? If so, the university knows your country's
education system.

Sort your shortlist into three groups:

Reach: highly ranked and competitive, but a very close match for your subject

Match: the subject, language and document requirements all fit you

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
https://www.chinesescholarshipcouncil.com/can-scholarships-applicant-apply-for-csc-scholarship-in-more-than-one-university.html
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Safer: less competition and an established admissions process. Seriously consider non-211 universities
here

T I P

Don't put all your choices in Beijing and Shanghai, or only at Tsinghua, Peking, Fudan and Shanghai Jiao
Tong. This is one of the most common reasons applicants are rejected.

Other scholarships worth considering alongside the CSC scholarship:

SCHOLARSHIP GOOD FOR WHAT TO KNOW

University scholarships Students who already have a
target university

The most flexible. Often a backup if the
CSC application fails

Provincial and city government scholarships
(for example, the Shanghai Government
Scholarship)

Students who want a particular
region

Usually applied for through the
university, with less competition than the
CSC scholarship

Confucius Institute Scholarship Students of Chinese language or
Chinese language teaching

Only for Chinese-related subjects, usually
requires HSK

ANSO Scholarship Science and engineering master's
and PhD students, research-
focused

Offered through the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, separate from the CSC

CAS-TWAS President's PhD Fellowship Science and engineering PhD
students from developing
countries

Generous funding, demanding
requirements

MOFCOM (Ministry of Commerce)
Scholarship

Government and public-sector
employees

Usually needs nomination by your
government, so recent graduates rarely
qualify

China-AUN Scholarship Students from ASEAN countries Mostly master's, with 28 awardees in
2026

Your checklist

Use the Campus China university list to find 8–12 universities that offer your subject in your
teaching language

For each one, check: programme list, teaching language, application fee, deadline, whether pre-
admission is required, and the Type B Agency Number

Send each university's international office a short enquiry email and record who replied and how
fast

Sort them into reach, match and safer, then narrow down to 3–6 universities

Choose at least one non-CSC backup scholarship

S O U R C E S

Campus China university list (campuschina.org) (the list linked from the official CSCA website)

CSCA official website (csca.cn): "Universities accepting CSCA" search

https://campuschina.org/zh/universities/index.html
https://csca.cn/home
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P H A S E  3  O F  7

Prepare

09 Work backwards from your deadlines

What you need to know

This example is for September 2027 entry. CSCA dates come from the official website. Everything else is
the usual pattern based on last year's embassy notices. Your country's actual dates are in its embassy notice.

WHEN BACHELOR'S APPLICANTS
MASTER'S AND PHD
APPLICANTS

EVERYONE

October 2026 Register for the November CSCA,
15–21 October

Choose supervisors, send your
first emails

Renew your passport if needed,
list candidate universities

November
2026

Take the CSCA, 14–15 November Follow up with supervisors,
prepare your research
proposal

Embassy notices start to appear;
start notarisation and translation

December
2026

A second chance on 19–20
December

Get a pre-admission letter or
supervisor acceptance

Application system opens; get
your medical exam and police
certificate

January 2027 23–24 January is the last sitting that
works for most deadlines

Finish your statements and
recommendation letters

Many Type A deadlines fall in
January and February

February 2027 — — Embassies send their shortlists to
the CSC (late February to early
March last year)

March–June
2027

More CSCA sittings in March, April
and June, mainly for universities
with later deadlines

Peak season for Type B
interviews

Universities review applications,
hold interviews, request missing
documents

July–August
2027

Results. Download your
admission notice and JW201 form

August–
September
2027

Visa, flights, arrival, registration

Last year's Type A deadlines for some countries, so you can see the pattern (all in 2026): Brunei 9 January,
Brazil 5 February, Indonesia and Estonia 8 February, the Bahamas 14 February, Ireland 15 February,
Micronesia 24 February, Chile 28 February.

I M P O RTA N T

The online form itself takes a few hours. What takes time is everything else: the pre-admission letter,
notarisation and translation, the police certificate, the medical exam, language scores and CSCA scores. You
don't control how fast any of these move, so start them early and work backwards.

三
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Your checklist

Copy the table above into your own calendar and mark your country's deadline

For each document, write a "start by" date and a "must have by" date

S O U R C E S

CSCA official website, November 2026 to June 2027 exam schedule (csca.cn) ("News" section on the home page, published 24
September 2026)

Country deadlines: see the embassy notices listed in chapters 4 and 6

10 The complete document list

What you need to know

These are the standard documents listed in embassy notices. Each one must be scanned clearly and
uploaded as a PDF. One embassy notice puts it plainly: use a proper scanner, because the applicant bears
the consequences if a document is unclear or cannot be read.

DOCUMENT WHO NEEDS IT REQUIREMENTS

WHERE TO
GET IT, HOW
LONG IT
TAKES

COMMON MISTAKES

CSC application
form

Everyone Generated by the system after you
fill it in, in Chinese or English

Online system,
a few hours

Wrong category or
Agency Number;
details that don't
match the passport

Passport
information page

Everyone Ordinary passport valid for at least
12 months after your start date

Your passport
office, a few
weeks

Expiring soon;
corners cut off in the
scan

Highest degree
certificate
(notarised)

Everyone If you haven't graduated, a
certificate of enrolment; documents
not in Chinese or English need a
notarised translation

Your school
and a notary,
1–4 weeks

Not notarised; not
translated

Academic
transcripts

Everyone Documents not in Chinese or
English need a notarised translation

Your school
and a notary,
1–4 weeks

Missing semesters;
grading scale not
explained

Study plan or
research proposal

Everyone Chinese or English; at least 200
words for bachelor's, 500 for non-
degree, 800 for postgraduate

You write it, 2–
4 weeks

Generic text with no
specific university or
supervisor

Two
recommendation
letters

Postgraduate and
senior scholar
applicants

From professors or associate
professors, in Chinese or English

Ask your
lecturers, 2–4
weeks

No letterhead or
signature; vague
content

Language certificate Everyone HSK for Chinese-taught
programmes; IELTS, TOEFL or
similar for English-taught
programmes, as the university
requires

Test centres,
book early

A test the university
doesn't accept;
expired certificate

https://csca.cn/home
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DOCUMENT WHO NEEDS IT REQUIREMENTS

WHERE TO
GET IT, HOW
LONG IT
TAKES

COMMON MISTAKES

CSCA score report Bachelor's
applicants

Take the test and upload the report
before the deadline

csca.cn, results
within 10
working days

Missed registration;
wrong subjects

Pre-admission
document

Required from all
applicants in
several countries

A pre-admission notice from the
university's admissions office, or an
invitation letter from the university
or a professor

Contact the
university,
weeks to
months

Only an informal
email from a
professor

Foreigner Physical
Examination Form

Anyone staying in
China for more
than 6 months

Completed in English with every
item done; doctor's signature,
hospital stamp and a stamped
photo are all required; valid for 6
months

An approved
hospital, 1–2
weeks

Missing tests; missing
stamps; done too
early and expired

Police clearance
certificate

Everyone Issued by your local police, usually
within 6 months before you apply

Your national
police, 1–6
weeks

Wrong issuing office;
not translated or
notarised

Portfolio Art and design
applicants

Upload under "other documents" or
send to the university directly

You prepare it File too large

Guardian
documents

Applicants under
18

Valid documents for a legal
guardian in China

The university
can help

Forgotten

Five rules:

1. Your name, date of birth, passport number, university name and subject name must match exactly
across every document.

2. Any document not in Chinese or English needs a notarised translation.

3. Use a scanner. Don't take quick photos with your phone.

4. The medical exam and police certificate are each valid for only 6 months, so don't get them too early.
For a February deadline, December or January is about right.

5. Keep your originals safe. You may need them for the visa and for registration.

Your checklist

Make a folder with one subfolder for each document on the list

Use consistent file names, such as Passport_YourName.pdf  and
Transcript_Bachelor_Notarised_YourName.pdf

For each document, record its status, the date you received it and its expiry date

Before you submit, check your name and passport number on every document one more time

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): full requirements for documents a) to m)

Chinese Embassy in Indonesia (id.china-embassy.gov.cn): the same compulsory pre-admission document

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
https://id.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202510/t20251027_11741674.htm
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11 The CSCA exam (essential for bachelor's applicants)

What you need to know

What the CSCA is: the China Scholastic Competency Assessment, an admissions test for international
students who want to study for a bachelor's degree in China. It is organised by the China Scholarship
Council and developed with experts from Chinese universities. Universities use it in undergraduate
admissions and scholarship decisions. If you apply for a Chinese Government Scholarship bachelor's
programme, you must take it. Master's and PhD applicants do not.

Subjects:

SUBJECT TEST LANGUAGE LENGTH QUESTIONS
MAXIMUM
SCORE

Professional Chinese (humanities version or science
version)

Chinese 90
minutes

80 multiple
choice

100

Mathematics Chinese or
English

60
minutes

48 multiple
choice

100

Physics Chinese or
English

60
minutes

48 multiple
choice

100

Chemistry Chinese or
English

60
minutes

48 multiple
choice

100

Which subjects you need for a Chinese Government Scholarship bachelor's programme:

Compulsory: Mathematics and Professional Chinese. Your university and subject decide whether you
take the humanities or the science version of Professional Chinese.

Optional: Physics and Chemistry. Your target university and subject decide whether you need them.

I M P O RTA N T

Some third-party websites say that applicants to English-taught programmes don't need to take Professional
Chinese. According to the official CSCA website, that applies only to self-funded bachelor's students who
are not applying for a scholarship. For Chinese Government Scholarship bachelor's applicants, the official
site lists both Mathematics and Professional Chinese as compulsory. If you're unsure, ask your target
university directly.

Format: mainly taken online at home, with test centres gradually opening in key countries. Both formats
have the same questions, length and marking.

Fee: CNY 450 for one subject, CNY 700 for two or more. Scholarship applicants take at least two subjects,
so you will pay CNY 700.

Scores: each subject is scored out of 100. There is no pass mark for the CSCA itself. Each university sets its
own requirements. From the November 2026 sitting onwards, scores are released within 10 working days
of the exam.

All sittings from November 2026 to June 2027 (Beijing time, UTC+8):
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SITTING DAY 1 DAY 2

November
2026

14th: Professional Chinese 14:00–15:30, Mathematics
17:00–18:00

15th: Physics 14:00–15:00, Chemistry
16:30–17:30

December
2026

19th: Professional Chinese 08:00–09:30, Mathematics
11:00–12:00

20th: Physics 08:00–09:00, Chemistry
10:30–11:30

January 2027 23rd: Professional Chinese 14:00–15:30, Mathematics
17:00–18:00

24th: Physics 14:00–15:00, Chemistry
16:30–17:30

March 2027 13th: same times as January 14th: same times as January

April 2027 24th: same times as January 25th: same times as January

June 2027 26th: same times as December 27th: same times as December

Registration for the November sitting: 15–21 October 2026 (Beijing time). Registration dates for later
sittings have not been announced yet. Exam times are in Beijing time, so convert them to your local time.
Some sittings may fall in the middle of the night where you live.

Choosing a sitting: find your embassy and university deadlines and work backwards. Scores take up to 10
working days, so take the exam at least 3 weeks before your deadline. The safest plan is to sit in November
or December, which leaves the January sitting as a retake if needed.

Registering:

Register only on the official csca.cn website. There are no agents and no in-person registration

Your account details must match your passport exactly (not verified: third-party sites give this advice,
but the official registration page is only visible after logging in)

Third-party sites say scores are valid for 2 years (not verified: the official public pages don't say)

Preparing: the "Preparation resources" section of the official website has the syllabus, study materials and
a mock test, all free.

Your checklist

Ask your target universities: humanities or science Professional Chinese? Do you need Physics or
Chemistry? Should you take Mathematics in Chinese or English?

Register on csca.cn for the November sitting between 15 and 21 October

Convert the exam times to your local time and check your computer, internet connection and a
quiet place to sit the test

Download the syllabus from the official website and take a mock test

Download your score report when results come out, ready to upload with your application

S O U R C E S

CSCA official website, home page (csca.cn): November, December and January sittings, and November registration dates

CSCA official website, exam introduction (csca.cn): subjects, number of questions, compulsory and optional subjects, format, fees,
score release

https://csca.cn/home
https://csca.cn/about/examintro


The CSC Scholarship Guidebook birdtoldmeso.com

22

CSCA official website, "News: CSCA exam schedule November 2026 to June 2027" (24 September 2026): subject times for all six
sittings

chinesescholarshipcouncil.com, CSCA page (chinesescholarshipcouncil.com): third-party claims on matching registration details and
score validity
CSCA exam support: cscasupport@cscdf.org

12 Language certificates

What you need to know

Programmes taught in Chinese: submit your HSK score report. The CSC minimum is HSK 4 for master's
and PhD and HSK 3 for scholars, but many universities and subjects ask for more. HSK has fixed test dates
and takes time to release results, so plan ahead.

Programmes taught in English: submit proof of English as the university requires. Common options are:

IELTS

TOEFL iBT

Duolingo English Test (accepted by some universities)

Cambridge English exams (accepted by some universities)

A Medium of Instruction (MOI) letter from the university where you studied, confirming your courses
were taught in English

I M P O RTA N T

Whether an MOI letter can replace IELTS or TOEFL is entirely up to the university. Some universities also do
not accept TOEFL ITP (the institutional version). Check before you book it.

Applicants from English-speaking countries: many universities waive the English test, but you have to
provide proof of your nationality or education yourself and confirm this by email.

Your checklist

For each target university, note which language certificates it accepts and the minimum score

If you need a test, book it now (make sure results arrive before your deadline)

If you want to use an MOI letter, ask the university by email whether it's accepted before you
request one from your school

13 Contact supervisors and get a pre-admission letter

What you need to know

Why this matters most right now: for 2026/2027, embassy notices for the Bahamas, Belgium, Indonesia
and other countries stated that all applicants must provide a pre-admission document issued by the
universities they apply to. Without one, your application is incomplete.

Three kinds of document, with very different weight:

https://www.chinesescholarshipcouncil.com/csca-exam.html
mailto:cscasupport@cscdf.org
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DOCUMENT ISSUED BY WEIGHT

An email reply from a professor The professor personally The weakest. Shows interest, but isn't a
commitment

Supervisor acceptance or
invitation letter

Signed by the supervisor, sometimes on a
department form

Medium. Very useful for master's and PhD
applications

Pre-admission letter The school or the university's international
admissions office

The strongest, and the document many
embassies require

Getting a pre-admission letter usually takes four steps:

1. Find the right professors or departments. Look up faculty lists on the university's school pages, read
their papers from the last 2–3 years, and pick people whose research is genuinely related to yours.

2. Apply in the university's international admissions system. Many universities only issue a pre-
admission letter after you have formally applied in their system.

3. Send everything at once. CV, transcripts, degree certificate, research proposal or study plan, and
language scores, all together.

4. Wait, but follow up. If you hear nothing after 7–10 days, one polite follow-up is fine.

What to do depends on your level:

PhD: contacting a supervisor comes first. Without one, a PhD application rarely succeeds.

Research master's: strongly recommended.

Taught master's and bachelor's: you usually apply to the university's international office for pre-
admission directly, without needing a specific supervisor.

Write your own email. Don't use a template.

Professors receive a large number of almost identical emails every year, most of them built from the same
few templates that circulate online, and they can tell straight away. A template email makes you look
exactly like hundreds of other applicants. Your only advantage is the part nobody else could write.

After reading a good email, the professor should be able to answer these questions:

Who are you? Your education, subject and university, in a sentence or two.

Why this professor? Which specific piece of their research you read, and what in it genuinely connects
to your own work. This has to be your own understanding after reading the paper, not general praise.

What have you done? One concrete thing that shows what you can do, such as your thesis, a project or
an experiment, ideally with a result.

What do you want to study? The question you want to work on during your degree, in one sentence.

What are you asking for? Ask clearly whether they would be willing to support your application.

On form:

Send each email to one professor only. Never send a group email or copy several professors.

Use a subject line that says who you are, what you're applying for and your research area

Keep it short enough to read in a minute

Attach only your CV and a short research proposal summary, and keep the files small
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Ideally send it between October and December of the year before you start

Following up: if there's no reply after 7–10 days, one polite follow-up is fine. Briefly remind them who you
are and what you're applying for, and offer to send more documents. If there's still no reply, put your effort
into other professors.

Once a professor says yes:

1. Submit your formal application in the university's international admissions system right away (if there
are rounds, aim for the first one)

2. Ask who will issue the pre-admission letter and how long it will take

3. The letter can take weeks or even months to arrive, which is why starting early matters

Your checklist

For each target university, find 2–3 professors whose research matches yours

Read their recent papers and write a sentence or two for each on how their work connects to yours

Prepare a one-page CV and a one-page research proposal summary

Write each email yourself, one professor at a time, and record the date you sent it

Follow up once after 7–10 days without a reply

When someone agrees, submit your application in the university's system straight away and track
your pre-admission letter

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): definition of the pre-admission document and the requirement to
submit one

Chinese Embassy in Belgium (be.china-embassy.gov.cn): the same requirement
Chinese Embassy in Trinidad and Tobago (tt.china-embassy.gov.cn): applicants must obtain pre-admission from their target
institution

14 Write your study plan or research proposal

What you need to know

The difference between them:

Study plan: for bachelor's, taught master's and non-degree applicants. It explains why you want to
study this subject, why in China, why at this university, and what you plan to do afterwards.

Research proposal: for PhD and research master's applicants. It explains the question you want to
investigate, how you will investigate it, and why it is worth doing.

Official minimum length: 200 words for bachelor's, 500 for non-degree scholars, 800 for postgraduates.
These are minimums. Postgraduate proposals of 1,000–1,500 words are common.

What a study plan covers:

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
https://be.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sghd/202511/t20251111_11751167.htm
https://tt.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202601/t20260107_11807431.htm


The CSC Scholarship Guidebook birdtoldmeso.com

25

1. Your academic background: what you studied and which projects you did

2. Why this subject: how it follows from your background and experience

3. Why China, why this university and school: name specific courses, labs and professors

4. What you plan to do during your studies

5. What you plan to do after graduating: what you will do back home and how you'll use what you
learned

What a research proposal covers (suggested lengths):

SECTION
SUGGESTED
LENGTH

WHAT GOES IN IT

Title One line Specific, not too broad

Background and introduction 400–600 words Why the question matters and what existing research has found

Research objectives 100–200 words The 2–3 specific questions you will answer

Methods 400–600 words Where your data comes from, what methods you'll use, and why it's
feasible

Timeline 100–200 words What you'll complete each year

Expected results and
significance

100–200 words Value for your field and for your country

References — The papers you cite

Where reviewers most often mark applicants down:

Only writing "China is developing fast" or "I love Chinese culture", with no academic content

Sending the same plan to every university, so it's clear you don't know any of them

Changing subjects without explaining why

A PhD proposal with no research question, no methods and no literature

A proposal that doesn't match the research of the supervisor you contacted

Your checklist

Confirm whether you need a study plan or a research proposal, and the minimum length

Write a first draft using the structure above

Rewrite the "why this university" section for each university you apply to

Ask a lecturer or a former applicant to read it, then revise again

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): minimums of 200, 500 and 800 words

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
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15 Recommendation letters

What you need to know

Who needs them: master's, PhD and senior scholar applicants need two letters.

Who writes them: professors or associate professors, in Chinese or English.

What a good letter looks like:

Printed on the recommender's institutional letterhead, with a signature, date, job title and contact
details

Explains how the recommender knows you and for how long

Gives specifics: a course you did well in, research you did, papers you published, problems you solved

Makes a comparison, such as "in the top 5% of students I have taught"

How to ask:

1. Ask at least 3–4 weeks in advance

2. Give your recommender your CV, transcripts, research proposal, and the 2–3 things you'd most like
them to mention

3. Tell them the deadline and the format required (paper or electronic, sealed or not)

4. Send one polite reminder a week before the deadline

5. When you receive it, check the signature, date, letterhead and the spelling of your name

I M P O RTA N T

Some countries and programmes require recommenders to send letters directly to the embassy or the
university, without passing through you. Read your embassy notice carefully.

Your checklist

Choose two recommenders (professors or associate professors)

Prepare a pack for them: CV, transcripts, research proposal, the points you'd like them to
emphasise, and the deadline

Ask formally 3–4 weeks ahead and remind them a week before the deadline

When you receive the letters, check the signature, date, letterhead and spelling

16 Medical examination form and police clearance certificate

What you need to know

These two documents cause the most trouble: each is valid for only 6 months, so get them too early and
they expire, too late and you run out of time.

Foreigner Physical Examination Form:
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Required if you will stay in China for more than 6 months

The form is designed by the Chinese quarantine authorities. Embassy notices say you can get it from
your dispatching authority. Copies also circulate online, so make sure you are using the latest version

It must be completed in English, and every item on the form must be done

It needs the doctor's signature, the hospital stamp and your photo stamped across the edge. If anything
is missing, it is invalid

Valid for 6 months

You upload a scan of a copy. Keep the original yourself, as you may need it after you arrive

Police clearance certificate:

Issued by the police in the place where you live

Usually must be issued within 6 months before you submit your application

Needs a notarised translation if it is not in Chinese or English

In some countries it takes several weeks, so ask early

T I P

Different universities may ask for different blood tests (for example HIV, syphilis, hepatitis B and hepatitis
C). Check your target universities' requirements before the exam and do them all at once, so you don't have
to go back.

When to do it: if your country's deadline is in February, December to January is about right.

Your checklist

Download the latest version of the medical form and read every item on it

Check whether your target universities require any extra tests

Find a hospital that can do every item, and confirm it can provide the signature, stamp and
stamped photo

Find out how long the police certificate takes in your country and work back from your deadline

When you have them, check the signatures, stamps, stamped photo and dates

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): full requirements for item l) medical examination and item m) police
clearance

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
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P H A S E  4  O F  7

Apply

17 Filling in the CSC system, step by step

What you need to know

You reach the application system through the Campus China website. The login address is
studyinchina.csc.edu.cn . You fill in the form in Chinese or English and upload documents as PDFs.
Below is the usual order of steps. Button names can change slightly from year to year, so follow what the
system actually shows.

Step 1: Create an account Register with an email address you use every day and verify it. Every
notification will go to this address, so make sure you will keep using it and that you check your spam
folder.

Step 2: Fill in your personal details After logging in, open your personal details page ("Edit Personal
Details"). Your name, date of birth, nationality and passport number must match your passport exactly,
including name order, spaces and hyphens. Check everything and save.

Step 3: Start an application and choose the category and Agency Number Choose the Program
Category (Type A or Type B), then enter the Agency Number. The system checks that the two match, and a
wrong number will produce an "agency not found" message.

Type A: use the number from your country's embassy notice

Type B: use the number from your target university's admissions notice

Step 4: Fill in the application details This covers your student category (bachelor's, master's, PhD,
scholar), teaching language, subject, preferred universities and length of study. Under Type A you can list
several universities in order of preference (commonly up to three; follow what the system allows). Under
Type B you list only the one university you are applying to.

Step 5: Fill in your education and work history Use your degree certificate and transcripts as the source
of truth for start and end dates, the full name of each institution and the name of your subject. If you are
still studying, enter your expected graduation date. Copy your subject name as it appears on your transcript
rather than translating it into something else.

Step 6: Fill in your contacts "Other Contacts" is usually a family member or emergency contact. It must be
a real person who can be reached, with a working phone number and email.

Step 7: Upload your documents Upload each PDF from the list in chapter 10. This step takes the longest.
Watch the file type and size limits shown by the system. If a file is too large, compress it, but make sure the
text is still clearly readable afterwards.

Step 8: Preview, tick the declaration, submit Preview the whole application and check every item. Tick
the applicant declaration and submit.

四
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T I P

If the declaration checkbox is greyed out, it usually means a required field is still empty or a document is
missing. Go through each page looking for fields marked in red. If that doesn't work, try another browser,
clear the cache, and log out and back in.

Step 9: Download and save the application form PDF After submitting, download the PDF of your
application form that the system generates and keep it safe. Type B applicants usually upload it to the
university's own system, and some countries' Type A processes ask you to give it to the embassy or a
national body.

Extra steps for Type A

In many countries, Type A involves more than the CSC system:

Some countries ask you to submit again on a national platform (for example ICETEX in Colombia or
Pronabec in Peru)

Some ask for paper documents at the embassy, while others state clearly that no paper documents are
needed (for example the Bahamas and Brazil)

Some hold a national written test or interview

All of this is in your country's embassy notice or in the national body's own rules. Read both.

Extra steps for Type B

1. Register in the target university's international admissions system

2. Choose the Chinese Government Scholarship application type

3. Upload your CSC application form PDF and any other documents the university asks for

4. Pay the application fee, if there is one (usually non-refundable)

5. You must submit successfully in both systems. If one is missing, your application is not complete

Your checklist

Register in the CSC system with an email address you use every day

Fill in your personal details with your passport in front of you

Check that your Program Category and Agency Number come from this year's official notice

Upload every document on the list

Download the application form PDF after submitting

Type A: complete any extra steps required by your national body or embassy

Type B: complete the university application and pay the fee

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in Micronesia (fm.china-embassy.gov.cn): login address studyinchina.csc.edu.cn

Chinese Embassy in Brazil (br.china-embassy.gov.cn): Program Category and Agency Number, no paper documents required

Chang'an University, Type B notice (webplus.chd.edu.cn): university application system and fee

https://fm.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202510/t20251021_11737164.htm
https://br.china-embassy.gov.cn/por/sghds/202511/t20251108_11749408.htm
https://webplus.chd.edu.cn/en/2025/1106/c8645a256964/page.psp
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18 Final checks before you submit

Tick every item. Submit only when everything is done.

I chose the correct Program Category (Type A or Type B)

My Agency Number comes from this year's official notice, not from a social media post

My name, date of birth and passport number match my passport exactly

My subject and university names match my transcript and degree certificate

Every document is clear and complete, with nothing cut off

Every document not in Chinese or English has a notarised translation

My medical form and police certificate are still valid

My recommendation letters have signatures, dates and letterheads

My study plan or research proposal meets the minimum length and names specific universities and
supervisors

My pre-admission document matches the university and route I am applying through

Bachelor's applicants: my CSCA score report is uploaded

I know whether the deadline is in Beijing time or local time

I have downloaded and saved the application form PDF
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Wait and get results

19 Understanding your application status

What you need to know

After you submit, your status in the system will change. Here are the common statuses and what to do:

STATUS WHAT IT MEANS WHAT TO DO

Submitted / Unverified Submitted and waiting for first review Don't keep editing it. Check your email every
day

Returned Your documents were sent back Read the reason straight away, fix the problem
and resubmit

In Process Under review Prepare for interviews and watch for requests
for documents

Preliminary Admission /
Nominated

The university or embassy may have
recommended you

Not a final result yet. Keep waiting

Approved / Appointed The scholarship is essentially confirmed Wait for your admission notice and JW201
form

Rejected / Disapproved You were not selected Move to your backup plan (see chapter 21)

When results come out: last year's notice from the Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas said July to August.
Applicants can check their results in the system themselves, and the embassy then tells successful
applicants to download their admission notice and JW201 visa form.

I M P O RTA N T

If your status looks wrong, email the university's international office or the embassy directly. Don't make
decisions based on rumours in online groups.

Your checklist

Check your email once a day, including the spam folder

Log in to the system once a week to check your status

If your application is returned, deal with it immediately and record the date you resubmitted

五
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20 Preparing for interviews

What you need to know

Who gets interviewed: not everyone. Type B applicants are often interviewed by the school or the
supervisor. Some countries' Type A routes include an interview with the embassy or a national body.
Interviews are usually online.

Typical questions, by type:

TYPE EXAMPLE QUESTIONS

Motivation Why do you want to study in China? Why our university?

Academic background Tell us about your bachelor's (or master's) thesis. Which subject are you strongest in?

Study or research plan Explain your research plan in three minutes. Which methods will you use?

Future plans What will you do after you graduate? Will you go back to your country?

China and language What do you know about China? Do you speak Chinese? How will you learn it?

Level-specific PhD: why do you think you can carry out independent research?

Embassy interviews and university interviews look for different things:

Embassy or national body interviews focus more on your motivation, what your study means for
relations between the two countries, and what you'll contribute when you return home

University or supervisor interviews focus more on your academic ability, whether your research plan
is realistic, and how well you fit the supervisor's work

How to prepare:

1. Turn your research plan into a 3-minute spoken version and practise until you can give it without notes

2. Prepare 2–3 answers for each type of question, backed by concrete experiences and numbers

3. Test your camera, microphone and internet connection in advance, and choose a quiet, well-lit place

4. Prepare 2 questions to ask the interviewer, such as what projects the research group is working on now

5. Dress appropriately and join on time, in Beijing time

What if you're not invited to an interview? It doesn't mean you've been rejected. Many programmes don't
interview at all. Just keep waiting for your result.

Your checklist

Prepare a 3-minute spoken version of your research plan

Prepare 2–3 answers for each type of question above and practise them out loud

Prepare 2 questions to ask the interviewer

Test your equipment and connection the day before
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21 After the results

If you are admitted

1. Confirm your result in the system and download your admission notice and JW201 form. (Chinese
Government Scholarship students receive the JW201. The JW202 is for self-funded students and doesn't
apply to you.)

2. If you applied for other scholarships, choose one in writing as soon as possible and formally decline the
others (see chapter 7)

3. Read the registration date and place on your admission notice carefully

4. Move on to Phase 6: visa and preparing to leave

If you receive more than one offer

Compare them in this order:

1. Is it a full scholarship?

2. Does the subject match your long-term goals?

3. Is the supervisor reliable? (Ask current students in the group)

4. The cost of living in the city

5. Whether the teaching language suits you

6. Graduation requirements (thesis, publication requirements)

T I P

Don't give up a full scholarship for a more famous university unless you have clear financial and career
reasons. Changing university or subject after accepting a scholarship is very difficult, needs agreement from
several parties, and rarely succeeds in practice. Choose carefully.

If you are not admitted

This is common and doesn't mean you aren't good enough. Work through these steps:

1. Check which backups are still open: university scholarships, provincial and city government
scholarships, the Confucius Institute scholarship. Some close later than the CSC scholarship

2. Ask whether you can enrol as a self-funded student and apply for a scholarship later: some
universities offer scholarships to students who are already enrolled

3. Look back at what happened: too few places? Only one route? Incomplete documents? No pre-
admission letter? A research plan that wasn't specific enough?

4. Prepare for next year: embassy notices usually come out in October and November. You can contact
the same professors again next year and tell them what you've done since

Your checklist

Admitted: download your admission notice and JW201, and confirm your registration date
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More than one offer: compare them in the order above, accept one in writing and decline the
others

Not admitted: list the backup scholarships that are still open and write notes on what to change
next time

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): results checked in the system in July–August, admission notice and
JW201 downloaded

https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
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Arrive and enrol

22 Getting your student visa (X1)

What you need to know

To study in China for more than 180 days, you need an X1 student visa. The X1 only lets you enter China.
It is not permission to stay long term. Within 30 days of arrival you must exchange it for a residence
permit (see chapter 23).

Documents usually required (follow the requirements of the Chinese embassy, consulate or visa centre in
your country):

Your original passport (with enough validity and blank visa pages)

Visa application form and photo

Your admission notice, original and copy

Your JW201 form, original and copy

Some embassies also ask for the original medical examination form

Where to apply: the Chinese embassy or consulate in your country, or the Chinese Visa Application Service
Center.

I M P O RTA N T

Your JW201 form and original admission notice are essential for both the visa and registration. Photograph
them as a backup, carry the originals in your hand luggage, and never put them in checked baggage.

Your checklist

Find the X1 visa document list and booking process for the Chinese visa centre in your country

Prepare the original and copies of your admission notice and JW201

Book early to leave time for processing and courier delivery

Book your flight to arrive within the registration period on your admission notice, and if possible
register before the 15th of the month (see the stipend rule in chapter 2)

23 Your first 30 days in China

What you need to know

Days 1–3:

Register at your university. Bring your passport, admission notice and original JW201. Register on the
date and at the place given on your admission notice. Missing the registration period can put your place

六
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at risk.

Register your accommodation. If you live in a university dormitory, the university usually does this for
you. If you live off campus, Article 39 of China's Exit and Entry Administration Law requires you or your
landlord to register with the local police station within 24 hours of moving in.

Get a Chinese SIM card. You need your passport, and the number is registered in your real name.
Almost everything afterwards (banking, payments, university systems) needs a Chinese phone number.

Weeks 1–2:

Open a bank account. Bring your passport, proof of enrolment or your admission notice, and your
Chinese phone number. Your stipend will be paid into this account.

Set up mobile payments. WeChat Pay and Alipay both accept foreign bank cards, and they are easier to
use once you have a Chinese bank account.

Get your medical check verified. Many cities require international students to have their medical
results verified, or re-examined, at a designated local centre after arrival. Your university will tell you
when and where.

Within 30 days (compulsory):

Apply for your residence permit. Students who enter on an X1 visa must apply for a study residence
permit at the exit-entry administration office of the local public security bureau within 30 days of
entering China. Your university's international office usually guides everyone through this together and
tells you what to bring. Your passport will be held for a while during processing, so plan any travel
around that.

I M P O RTA N T

If you don't apply for your residence permit within 30 days, you will be staying in China illegally. You can
be fined, and your scholarship can be affected. This is the one thing after arrival you must not put off.

Your checklist

Register at the university on time

Confirm your accommodation registration is done (off campus: go to the police station yourself
within 24 hours)

Get a SIM card and a bank account, and set up WeChat Pay and Alipay

Complete your medical check verification as your university instructs

Apply for your residence permit within 30 days of entering China

S O U R C E S

Peking University, visas and residence permits (oldisd.pku.edu.cn)

Fudan University, residence permits for new students (iso.fudan.edu.cn)

Shanghai Municipal Government, FAQs on visas and residence permits for international students (english.shanghai.gov.cn)

Exit and Entry Administration Law of the People's Republic of China, Article 39: accommodation registration

https://oldisd.pku.edu.cn/HOME/VISA_SERVICE/Visas_and_Residence_Permit.htm
https://iso.fudan.edu.cn/isoenglish/wesidencewwermitwforwwewwwtudents/list.htm
https://english.shanghai.gov.cn/en-FAQs-StudyinShanghai/20231211/7f9d766456814c69b7b5ee1b1db90816.html
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24 Keeping your scholarship

What you need to know

Winning the scholarship doesn't mean it is guaranteed until you graduate.

There is an annual review. Each year your university and the CSC review whether you still qualify. They
usually look at:

Your grades and credits

Attendance and participation in class

Your supervisor's or school's assessment

Research progress (for postgraduates)

Whether you follow university rules and Chinese law, and keep your residence documents in order

If you fail the review, your scholarship can be suspended or cancelled.

Your stipend is paid monthly. It starts in the month you register and is paid by the university into your
Chinese bank account each month (see chapter 2 for the rule about the 15th).

Be especially careful with:

Work and internships. Under the Exit and Entry Administration Law, a student who works beyond the
scope or hours allowed for work-study is working illegally. Before any part-time job or internship off
campus, get your university's approval and have it noted on your residence permit as required.

Leaving China. Tell your university before you go home for the holidays or travel abroad. Long
absences can affect your stipend. Follow your own university's rules.

Holding other scholarships. A reminder: you can't also hold other scholarships from Chinese
governments or your university, except one-time awards.

Your checklist

When you arrive, ask about your university's annual review requirements and timing

Keep up your attendance and complete your credits on time

Ask your university before taking work or an internship, or leaving China for a long time

S O U R C E S

University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese Government Scholarship (ic-en.ucas.ac.cn): monthly payment and annual
review
Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn): no other scholarships at the same time

Exit and Entry Administration Law of the People's Republic of China, Article 43: students working beyond the allowed scope or
hours are working illegally

https://ic-en.ucas.ac.cn/page/chinese-government-scholarship
https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
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25 Practical checklist before you leave

What you need to know

These things look small, but they decide how smoothly your first month in China goes.

Money:

Bring one to two months of living costs (deposits, bedding, transport, food, SIM card)

Bring a bank card that works abroad to use until you open a Chinese account

Phone and internet:

Install the apps you'll need before you leave, and tell your family how to reach you in China

Some foreign websites and apps can't be accessed directly in China, so find out what internet services
your university provides

Get a Chinese SIM card as soon as you arrive

Everyday apps:

WHAT FOR APP

Payments Alipay, WeChat

Messaging WeChat

Maps Amap (Gaode), Baidu Maps

Taxis DiDi

Train tickets Railway 12306

Food delivery Meituan, Ele.me

Translation Any translation app that supports Chinese

Clothes: the north and south of China have very different climates. Winters in Harbin reach minus 20–
30°C, while summers in Guangzhou are hot and humid. Pack for your city.

Chinese: learn at least the basic phrases for asking directions, ordering food, paying, seeing a doctor and
dealing with university offices.

Expectations: food, teaching styles and how things get done will all be different from home. Finding the
first few months hard is normal. Universities usually have international student advisers and counselling
services, so use them when you need to.

Your checklist

Prepare your starting money and a bank card that works internationally

Install the apps you'll need before you leave

Pack for your city's climate
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Learn 20 everyday Chinese phrases

Save the phone number and email of your university's international office
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Stay safe and get help

26 Spotting scams

What you need to know

The Chinese Embassy in Ireland's 2026/2027 notice states clearly that the China Scholarship Council has
not authorised any individual or agency to apply for scholarships on anyone's behalf. Applicants
must apply only through the official receiving agency and the designated online system, to avoid
fraud.

If you see any of these, it is almost certainly a scam:

Claims of "guaranteed admission", "inside places" or "partnership with the CSC"

Charging money to fill in the CSC system or to apply for the scholarship for you

Asking you to pay an "application fee" into a personal account

Offering an "internal Agency Number"

Asking you to apply on any website other than Campus China, an embassy, or a university's official
system

Promising "no pre-admission needed" or "a bachelor's scholarship without the CSCA"

Payments that are normal:

An application fee charged by a university in its own official system

Language test fees and CSCA fees (paid on the official csca.cn website)

Notarisation, translation, medical examination and police certificate fees

Visa fees

I M P O RTA N T

Nobody can charge you a "CSC scholarship application fee". The CSC system itself does not charge one.

Your checklist

Only use campuschina.org, studyinchina.csc.edu.cn, csca.cn, embassy websites and official
university websites

If someone offers to apply for you for a fee, check your embassy notice or email the embassy
directly

S O U R C E S

Chinese Embassy in Ireland, 2026/2027 notice (ie.china-embassy.gov.cn): the CSC has not authorised any individual or agency to
apply on applicants' behalf

七

https://ie.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/tz/202511/t20251121_11757227.htm
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27 Who to contact

YOUR QUESTION WHO TO ASK HOW TO REACH THEM

Type A places, deadline, Agency
Number, your country's process

The Chinese embassy in your country, or
your national dispatching authority

The education section contact details on
the embassy website

Type B, pre-admission, programme
requirements, admission results

The target university's international
admissions office

The international admissions page on
the university website

CSCA registration, exams, scores CSCA exam support cscasupport@cscdf.org

Research topics, supervisor
acceptance

The supervisor directly The faculty pages on the university's
school website

Visa documents The Chinese embassy, consulate or visa
centre in your country

The visa centre website

Residence permit, stipend, annual
review after arrival

Your university's international office You'll get their contact details when you
register

Tips for emailing offices:

Put your full name, the programme and the route you applied through in the subject line, so they know
who you are and what it's about before opening it

Ask about one thing per email and number your questions

Include your application number if you have one

If there's no reply after 5 working days, follow up politely once

mailto:cscasupport@cscdf.org
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Appendices

A Frequently asked questions

Is the Chinese Government Scholarship only for developing countries? No. Students from 191
countries and regions study in China, and embassies in many developed countries publish scholarship
notices too (Ireland, Belgium and Estonia, for example). The number of places varies widely by country,
though. See chapter 6.

Are the CSC scholarship and the CGS the same thing? Yes. CGS is the name of the scholarship and CSC
is the organisation that manages it. People use the two names interchangeably.

I don't speak Chinese. Can I still apply? Yes. Choose a programme taught in English and submit IELTS,
TOEFL or another accepted English certificate. See chapters 5 and 12.

Do bachelor's applicants have to take the CSCA? Yes. Chinese Government Scholarship bachelor's
applicants take Mathematics and Professional Chinese, plus Physics or Chemistry if their university requires
them. See chapter 11.

Do master's and PhD applicants take the CSCA? No.

I haven't graduated yet. Can I apply? Yes. Use a certificate of enrolment or expected graduation from
your school. You need your final degree before you register in China.

I'm 26. Can I still apply for a bachelor's degree? Not with a CSC bachelor's scholarship. The age limit is
under 25, and universities can't extend it. Consider a university scholarship or self-funding.

Do I have to contact a supervisor first? For a PhD, almost always. For a research master's, it's strongly
recommended. Taught master's and bachelor's applicants usually just apply to the university for pre-
admission. Many countries now require a pre-admission document from everyone, though. See chapter 13.

Where do I find the Agency Number? For Type A, in your country's Chinese embassy scholarship notice.
For Type B, in the target university's Chinese Government Scholarship admissions notice. See chapter 4.

How many applications can I submit in a year? The rule repeated online is "at most 2 Type A + 1 Type
B", but we couldn't find an official source for it. Check with your embassy and universities. See chapter 7.

Can I apply to the same university through both Type A and Type B? It may count as a duplicate
application. Whether it's allowed is up to the university, so ask them before you submit.

Does the scholarship include flights? Bilateral places usually do. Unilateral places and Type B usually
don't. See chapter 4.

Is the stipend enough to live on? In central, western and north-eastern cities it usually covers basic living
costs. In Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen it's tight. See chapter 2.

When do results come out? Usually in July or August. See chapter 19.

What if I'm not selected? Check which university and provincial scholarships are still open, work out what
went wrong, and prepare for next year. See chapter 21.
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Can I change university after I win the scholarship? It's very difficult and needs several parties to agree.
Choose carefully before you apply.

Can I work while I study? Only within the scope and hours allowed for work-study. Off-campus part-time
work and internships need your university's approval and a note on your residence permit. See chapter 24.

An agent says they can guarantee admission. Can I trust them? No. The CSC has not authorised any
agent to apply on anyone's behalf. See chapter 26.

B Application tracker

Copy this table and add one row for each application. Update it once a week. The first row shows how to
fill it in.

UNIVERSITY
/ ROUTE

CATEGORY AGENCY
NUMBER

DEADLINE
(WITH
TIME
ZONE)

APPLICATION
FEE

PRE-
ADMISSION

DOCUMENTS
COMPLETE

DATE
SUBMITTED

CURRENT
STATUS

NOTES

Example: a
university ·
MSc
Materials
Science

Type B 10xxx 1 March
2027,
Beijing
time

CNY 600 Supervisor
invitation
received

1
recommendation
letter missing

— Not
submitted

Supervisor
replied in
November

C Recommended videos

These YouTube videos walk through the same application process and are useful for seeing what the
screens look like as you read this guide. Our summaries are based on each video's title, chapters and
description, and view counts were recorded on 8 October 2026. The videos were made in earlier years, so
the system and rules may have changed since. Always follow the current official notice.

VIDEO CHANNEL PUBLISHED USEFUL FOR

How to Fill CSC Scholarship
Application Form Step-by-Step
(2026 Guide) (youtube.com)

Mudassar
Chaudhry

Nov 2025 ·
about 68,000
views

A complete walkthrough of the online form and
common mistakes. Pairs with chapter 17

How to Apply for Chinese
Government Scholarship (CSC
Type B) – Complete Guide
(youtube.com)

Nerisha
Tuladhar

Feb 2026 ·
about 4,200
views

A Tianjin University student's Type B walkthrough:
creating an account, personal details, application
details and uploading documents (the longest
section)

Everything You Need: How to
Win the 2026 Chinese
Government Scholarship
(youtube.com)

Thrive With
Jane

Aug 2025 ·
about 37,000
views

An introduction: what the CSC is, benefits, Type A or
B, supervisor support, choosing a university, creating
an account

Chinese Government Scholarship
(CSC) 2027: Everything You Need
to Win (youtube.com)

Thrive With
Jane

Aug 2026 ·
about 2,900
views

The 2027 overview: eligibility, documents,
supervisors, Agency Numbers, common mistakes. The
same channel has separate videos on finding
supervisors and interview questions

The points these videos keep coming back to match this guide:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfBAtjXXMwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfBAtjXXMwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfBAtjXXMwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue7UkDaf0CE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue7UkDaf0CE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue7UkDaf0CE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue7UkDaf0CE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSN2nrRpZP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSN2nrRpZP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSN2nrRpZP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSN2nrRpZP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfWMSVANL8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfWMSVANL8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfWMSVANL8c
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Contact supervisors early. Their support matters most for master's and PhD applications

Know the difference between Type A and Type B, and never enter the wrong Agency Number

Uploading documents is the slowest and most error-prone step

Prepare for interviews, especially a spoken summary of your research plan

D Further reading

These articles from chinesegovernmentscholarship.com are grouped by chapter, for when you want to go
deeper on a topic.

Routes and your chances (chapters 4–7)

CSC Type A vs Type B (2027): Should You Apply to Both? (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Bachelor vs Master vs PhD: Which Level Gives You the Best Shot at CSC?
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Beyond Rankings: Choosing a University with Higher Scholarship Odds
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Does City Selection Affect Your Chances to Win Chinese Government Scholarship?
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Can You Apply to the Same University in Type A and Type B? How to Avoid 'Double Application'
Rejection (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

How Many Universities Should You List in Type A? A Strategy That Doesn't Require 6 PALs
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Choosing universities and other scholarships (chapter 8)

Targeting Safe Schools: Non-211 Universities with Higher Acceptance Rates
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

How to choose the right Chinese university for your Master's degree (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

China Provincial Scholarships : The Only Way For Bachelor (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

CSC scholarship vs university scholarship: key differences (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

China-AUN Scholarship 2027: Complete Guide for ASEAN Students (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Documents (chapters 10, 12 and 16)

Complete list of documents for CSC scholarship application (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Notarized vs Sworn Translation vs Legalization: What These Words Mean in Real CSC Applications
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Police Clearance Certificate (SKCK) for CSC Scholarship: Complete Guide (2027)
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

CSC English Proficiency Requirements: IELTS vs TOEFL vs Cambridge vs ITP (2027)
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

No IELTS? No HSK? Don't Worries. How to Get Language Requirement Waivers for CSC?
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Medical examination for CSC scholarship: what to expect (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-csc-type-a-vs-type-b-should-you-apply-to-both/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-bachelor-vs-master-vs-phd-which-level-gives-you-the-best-shot-at-csc/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-bachelor-vs-master-vs-phd-which-level-gives-you-the-best-shot-at-csc/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-beyond-rankings-choosing-a-university-with-higher-scholarship-odds/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-beyond-rankings-choosing-a-university-with-higher-scholarship-odds/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-city-factor-does-location-affect-your-scholarship-chances/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-city-factor-does-location-affect-your-scholarship-chances/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-02-can-you-apply-same-university-type-a-and-b/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-02-can-you-apply-same-university-type-a-and-b/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-05-how-many-universities-type-a-strategy/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-05-how-many-universities-type-a-strategy/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-targeting-safe-schools-non-211-universities-with-higher-acceptance-rates/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-targeting-safe-schools-non-211-universities-with-higher-acceptance-rates/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-14-how-to-choose-csc-university-for-masters/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-provincial-scholarships-hidden-gems-for-studying-in-china/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-09-csc-vs-university-scholarship-difference/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-07-31-china-aun-scholarship-complete-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-02-documents-needed-for-csc-scholarship/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-05-23-notarized-vs-sworn-translation-legalization-csc/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-05-23-notarized-vs-sworn-translation-legalization-csc/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-08-02-police-clearance-sckc-csc-scholarship-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-08-02-police-clearance-sckc-csc-scholarship-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-08-01-csc-english-requirements-ielts-toefl-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-08-01-csc-english-requirements-ielts-toefl-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-no-ielts-no-hsk-dont-worries-how-to-get-language-requirement-waivers-for-csc/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-no-ielts-no-hsk-dont-worries-how-to-get-language-requirement-waivers-for-csc/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-07-medical-examination-for-csc-scholarship/
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HIV, Syphilis, HBsAg, HCV, Cholera: Why Universities Ask for Different Medical Tests
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Supervisors and written statements (chapters 13–15)

How to Get a CSC Pre-Admission Letter (2027 Step-by-Step) (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

CSC Without Contacting a Professor: When It Works (2027) (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

How to write a study plan for CSC scholarship (with examples) (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

How to write a research proposal for CSC scholarship (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Winning Recommendation Letters : A Guide for CSC Applicants (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Filling in the system (chapter 17)

How to fill out the CSC online application form (step by step) (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Agency Number Not Found: How to Tell You’re Using a Type B University Code by Mistake
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Applicant Declaration Checkbox Greyed Out on CSC Portal: Fixes That Actually Work
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

CSC Portal 'Other Contacts' Section: What It Is, When It’s Mandatory, and What to Write
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Education Background on the CSC Portal: What’s Reviewer‑Critical vs ‘Nice to Have’
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Interviews and results (chapters 20–21)

CSC scholarship interview questions and how to answer them (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Why CSC Applications Get Rejected (2027) and How to Fix It (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

What to Do If Your CSC Application Fails? (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

How to choose between multiple CSC university offers (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

What happens after CSC scholarship acceptance? (next steps) (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Can you change university after getting CSC scholarship? (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

After you arrive (chapters 23–25)

Your First Week in China: A Step-by-Step Survival Guide (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Visa, Police Registration and Residence Permit: What to Do After You Land in China
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

How to Get a Chinese SIM Card and Phone Number (2027 Guide) (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

How to open a Chinese bank account as an international student (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

WeChat Pay and Alipay for International Students in China (2027) (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Cost of living in China for international students (2027 breakdown) (chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

CSC Scholarship Renewal & Annual Review: What Happens Each Year (2027)
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

Mental Health & Wellness for International Students in China: A Realistic Guide (2027)
(chinesegovernmentscholarship.com)

https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-17-why-universities-ask-different-medical-tests/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-17-why-universities-ask-different-medical-tests/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-06-how-to-get-pre-admission-letter-chinese-university/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-13-csc-scholarship-without-professor-contact/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-02-26-how-to-write-study-plan-for-csc-scholarship/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-01-how-to-write-research-proposal-csc/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-winning-recommendation-letters-a-guide-for-csc-applicants/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-08-how-to-fill-csc-online-application/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-05-14-agency-number-not-found-type-b-university-code/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-05-14-agency-number-not-found-type-b-university-code/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-05-17-applicant-declaration-checkbox-greyed-out/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-05-17-applicant-declaration-checkbox-greyed-out/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-11-csc-portal-other-contacts-what-to-write/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-11-csc-portal-other-contacts-what-to-write/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-14-education-background-csc-portal-critical-vs-optional/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-06-14-education-background-csc-portal-critical-vs-optional/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-02-27-csc-scholarship-interview-questions/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-12-csc-scholarship-rejection-reasons/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2025-10-18-what-to-do-if-your-csc-application-fails/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-11-how-to-choose-between-csc-university-offers/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-10-what-happens-after-csc-acceptance/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-02-28-can-you-change-university-after-csc-scholarship/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-23-first-week-china-survival-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-25-visa-registration-residence-permit-china/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-25-visa-registration-residence-permit-china/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-24-chinese-sim-card-phone-number-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-05-opening-chinese-bank-account-student/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-06-wechat-pay-alipay-foreigner-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-03-04-cost-of-living-china-international-students/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-08-03-csc-scholarship-renewal-annual-review-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-08-03-csc-scholarship-renewal-annual-review-guide/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-08-05-mental-health-wellness-international-students-china/
https://chinesegovernmentscholarship.com/posts/2026-08-05-mental-health-wellness-international-students-china/
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E Official resources

RESOURCE ADDRESS WHAT IT'S FOR

Campus China (official
CGS website)

https://www.campuschina.org (campuschina.org) Programme information,
university list, access to the
application system

CSC online application
system

https://studyinchina.csc.edu.cn (studyinchina.csc.edu.cn) Registering, filling in the form,
uploading documents, checking
results

Campus China university
list

https://campuschina.org/zh/universities/index.html
(campuschina.org)

Universities that accept CGS
students

CSCA official website https://csca.cn (csca.cn) Undergraduate exam registration,
syllabus, mock test, scores

CSCA exam support cscasupport@cscdf.org Questions about the exam

China Scholarship Council https://www.csc.edu.cn (csc.edu.cn) The body that manages the
scholarship

The Chinese embassy in
your country

Search "Chinese Embassy in" + your country Your country's Type A notice,
places, deadline, Agency Number

Your target university's
international admissions
site

Each university's website Type B notice, Agency Number,
pre-admission, application fee

Official notices cited in this guide (2026/2027 round):

Chinese Embassy in the Bahamas: https://bs.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm (bs.china-embassy.gov.cn)

Chinese Embassy in Indonesia: https://id.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202510/t20251027_11741674.htm (id.china-embassy.gov.cn)

Chinese Embassy in Ireland: https://ie.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/tz/202511/t20251121_11757227.htm (ie.china-embassy.gov.cn)

Chinese Embassy in Micronesia: https://fm.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202510/t20251021_11737164.htm (fm.china-embassy.gov.cn)

Chinese Embassy in Belgium: https://be.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sghd/202511/t20251111_11751167.htm (be.china-embassy.gov.cn)

Chinese Embassy in Trinidad and Tobago: https://tt.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202601/t20260107_11807431.htm (tt.china-embassy.gov.cn)

Chinese Embassy in Brazil: https://br.china-
embassy.gov.cn/por/sghds/202511/t20251108_11749408.htm (br.china-embassy.gov.cn)

Chinese Embassy in Chile: https://cl.china-
embassy.gov.cn/esp/fzxz/202510/t20251028_11742685.htm (cl.china-embassy.gov.cn)

Chinese Embassy in Colombia: https://co.china-
embassy.gov.cn/esp/sghd/202512/t20251210_11769877.htm (co.china-embassy.gov.cn)

https://www.campuschina.org/
https://studyinchina.csc.edu.cn/
https://campuschina.org/zh/universities/index.html
https://campuschina.org/zh/universities/index.html
https://csca.cn/
mailto:cscasupport@cscdf.org
https://www.csc.edu.cn/
https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
https://bs.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sggg/202510/t20251028_11742714.htm
https://id.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202510/t20251027_11741674.htm
https://id.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202510/t20251027_11741674.htm
https://ie.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/tz/202511/t20251121_11757227.htm
https://ie.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/tz/202511/t20251121_11757227.htm
https://fm.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202510/t20251021_11737164.htm
https://fm.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202510/t20251021_11737164.htm
https://be.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sghd/202511/t20251111_11751167.htm
https://be.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sghd/202511/t20251111_11751167.htm
https://tt.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202601/t20260107_11807431.htm
https://tt.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202601/t20260107_11807431.htm
https://br.china-embassy.gov.cn/por/sghds/202511/t20251108_11749408.htm
https://br.china-embassy.gov.cn/por/sghds/202511/t20251108_11749408.htm
https://cl.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/fzxz/202510/t20251028_11742685.htm
https://cl.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/fzxz/202510/t20251028_11742685.htm
https://co.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/sghd/202512/t20251210_11769877.htm
https://co.china-embassy.gov.cn/esp/sghd/202512/t20251210_11769877.htm
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Xiamen University, 2026 Chinese Government Scholarship guide:
https://admissions.xmu.edu.cn/info/1038/1863.htm (admissions.xmu.edu.cn)

Chang'an University, 2026/2027 Type B notice:
https://webplus.chd.edu.cn/en/2025/1106/c8645a256964/page.psp (webplus.chd.edu.cn)

University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese Government Scholarship: https://ic-
en.ucas.ac.cn/page/chinese-government-scholarship (ic-en.ucas.ac.cn)

CSCA exam introduction: https://csca.cn/about/examintro (csca.cn)

F How this guide was checked

Verified from official sources: age and education requirements, minimum HSK levels, the document
list and validity periods, the pre-admission requirement, the difference between bilateral and unilateral
places, the ban on holding other scholarships and the 3-year ban for hiding funding, stipend and
insurance amounts, the rule about registering before the 15th, CSCA subjects, fees, sittings and score
release times, applying for a residence permit within 30 days on an X1 visa, and the example places and
Agency Numbers. All of these come from Chinese embassies, Chinese universities and the CSCA
website, read in September and October 2026.

Not verified: "at most 2 Type A + 1 Type B"; CSCA scores being valid for 2 years; Pakistan's 75 places
(we couldn't open the HEC website directly). Each of these is marked in the text.

Note: the Campus China and CSC websites block automated access, so we could not read their pages
directly. Rules from those sites are given as quoted in embassy notices. When you apply, open those
websites yourself and check.

Timing: this guide is based on the 2026/2027 rules. When the 2027/2028 embassy notices come out,
places, deadlines and Agency Numbers may change.

https://admissions.xmu.edu.cn/info/1038/1863.htm
https://webplus.chd.edu.cn/en/2025/1106/c8645a256964/page.psp
https://ic-en.ucas.ac.cn/page/chinese-government-scholarship
https://ic-en.ucas.ac.cn/page/chinese-government-scholarship
https://csca.cn/about/examintro
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Study in China, Clearly

This guide is based on official notices for the 2026/2027 round. When the 2027/2028 notices
are published, follow them instead.

Study in China, Clearly is independent and informational. It is not a university, government
office, admissions agent or visa adviser.

Online edition, with checklists you can tick off: birdtoldmeso.com/scholarships/csc-guide

https://birdtoldmeso.com/scholarships/csc-guide
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